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amateur station, except propagation 
and weather forecast information in-
tended for use by the general public 
and originated from United States Gov-
ernment stations and communications, 
including incidental music, originating 
on United States Government fre-
quencies between a space shuttle and 
its associated Earth stations. Prior ap-
proval for shuttle retransmissions 
must be obtained from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration. 
Such retransmissions must be for the 
exclusive use of amateur operators. 
Propagation, weather forecasts, and 
shuttle retransmissions may not be 
conducted on a regular basis, but only 
occasionally, as an incident of normal 
amateur radio communications. 

(f) No amateur station, except an 
auxiliary, repeater, or space station, 
may automatically retransmit the 
radio signals of other amateur station. 

[58 FR 43072, Aug. 13, 1993; 58 FR 47219, Sept. 
8, 1993]

§ 97.115 Third party communications. 
(a) An amateur station may transmit 

messages for a third party to: 
(1) Any station within the jurisdic-

tion of the United States. 
(2) Any station within the jurisdic-

tion of any foreign government whose 
administration has made arrangements 
with the United States to allow ama-
teur stations to be used for transmit-
ting international communications on 
behalf of third parties. No station shall 
transmit messages for a third party to 
any station within the jurisdiction of 
any foreign government whose admin-
istration has not made such an ar-
rangement. This prohibition does not 
apply to a message for any third party 
who is eligible to be a control operator 
of the station. 

(b) The third party may participate 
in stating the message where: 

(1) The control operator is present at 
the control point and is continuously 
monitoring and supervising the third 
party’s participation; and 

(2) The third party is not a prior 
amateur service licensee whose license 
was revoked; suspended for less than 
the balance of the license term and the 
suspension is still in effect; suspended 
for the balance of the license term and 
relicensing has not taken place; or sur-

rendered for cancellation following no-
tice of revocation, suspension or mone-
tary forfeiture proceedings. The third 
party may not be the subject of a cease 
and desist order which relates to ama-
teur service operation and which is 
still in effect. 

(c) At the end of an exchange of 
international third party communica-
tions, the station must also transmit 
in the station identification procedure 
the call sign of the station with which 
a third party message was exchanged. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989; 54 FR 39535, Sept. 
27, 1989]

§ 97.117 International communica-
tions. 

Transmissions to a different country, 
where permitted, shall be made in 
plain language and shall be limited to 
messages of a technical nature relating 
to tests, and, to remarks of a personal 
character for which, by reason of their 
unimportance, recourse to the public 
telecommunications service is not jus-
tified.

§ 97.119 Station identification. 
(a) Each amateur station, except a 

space station or telecommand station, 
must transmit its assigned call sign on 
its transmitting channel at the end of 
each communication, and at least 
every 10 minutes during a communica-
tion, for the purpose of clearly making 
the source of the transmissions from 
the station known to those receiving 
the transmissions. No station may 
transmit unidentified communications 
or signals, or transmit as the station 
call sign, any call sign not authorized 
to the station. 

(b) The call sign must be transmitted 
with an emission authorized for the 
transmitting channel in one of the fol-
lowing ways: 

(1) By a CW emission. When keyed by 
an automatic device used only for iden-
tification, the speed must not exceed 20 
words per minute; 

(2) By a phone emission in the 
English language. Use of a phonetic al-
phabet as an aid for correct station 
identification is encouraged; 

(3) By a RTTY emission using a spec-
ified digital code when all or part of 
the communications are transmitted 
by a RTTY or data emission; 
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